Welcome to our first issue for 2015. We are excited about what this coming year will bring and are happy
to have you on this journey with us. A fantastic new product is ready to hit the market. Harry talks about this
below. We feature Tony Giacca in our VASE Insider Profile and let you know of the VASE In Action so that you
can experience this great sound for yourself. Hang on, it’s going to be a great year!

Harry Answers 18 FAQs
About the Tonesetter 18
Q:
A:

Is this a completely Australian-made product?
Absolutely, the whole VASE philosophy is to keep it totally Australian designed and 		
manufactured here in Brisbane.

Q:
A:

What is the 12 inch speaker that comes standard in the combo?
We are committed to using Celestion speakers and the speaker is a 25Watt Greenback
with a 16 ohm impedance. There will be a choice of other Celestion speakers as an option.

Q:
A:

Will I be able to use an extension speaker cabinet with the combo?
Yes, absolutely.

Q:

We noticed on the combo that it is deeper than other combos on the market. 		
Why is this?
We believe that the speaker enclosure is just as important as the amplifier itself. The
Tonesetter cabinet was created including the semi-open back panel to allow 			
the speaker to perform optimally and with no stress. A lot of combos on the market 		
sound a lot better if they are plugged into another speaker cabinet and not the actual 		
speaker in the combo itself; we want the Tonesetter to sound great by itself, 		
with extension cabinets simply providing another tonal dimension, rather than a 		
correction.

A:

Q:
A:

Harry Lloyd-Williams

Will VASE be manufacturing extension speaker cabinets?
YES! There will be a 1x12 cabinet as well as a 2x12 cabinet. These can be used also 		
with the Tonesetter 18 head.

Q:
A:

What speakers will be installed in the extension cabinets?
There will be a choice of four Celestion models.

Q:
A:

There are two handles on top of the Tonesetter Combo, why is that and why not just one?
We have tried to comply with all electrical and safety installations. Even though this is a compact product, two handles are 		
preferred. Plus, it looks better, don’t you think?

Q:
A:

If I take this overseas, will I be able to use it regarding Mains Voltage?
YES! It is factory configured for 230 volt, with optional 120 or 100 volt. (Japan has 100 volt mains.)

Q:
A:

What warranty will there be on the Tonesetter range?
It will be a three year warranty (excluding valves unless there is an immediate fault with a valve).

Q:
A:

What combinations of colours can I choose when purchasing a Tonesetter head or combo?
There are 4 vinyl colours and 4 grille colours, so you can mix and match for 16 different combinations.

Q:
A:

What colours can I choose for the combo/ head and speaker cabinets?
There are four colours, black (we call it Black Stump), blue (True Blue), cream (Full Cream) and white (Great White).

Q:
A:

What grille coverings are available?
There are Black, Silver, Vintage and Heritage.

Q:
A:

The speaker box covering looks very tough, how did that evolve?
We found the original embossing rollers that they used to supply the original VASE vinyl to VASE. It is made especially for 		
us in the Hunter Valley. We were very happy that we were able to make this happen as it is all Australian.

Q:
A:

The vinyl work looks incredibly well finished. In fact, the best we have ever seen. How do you achieve such a high standard?
One of the VASE team, Scott Hulbert, has been doing this for 40 years and will be covering all the Tonesetter range. Scott is
a highly skilled master-craftsman and I do not think that you could find any better finish anywhere on the planet.

Q:
A:

What will be the RRP (Recommended Retail Price) on the Combo?
RRP is probably not a term we should use as our only selling price is $1795.

Q:
A:

So, you do not plan to wholesale these to music shops?
Because of the high cost of manufacturing a hand built product such as the Tonesetter 18 there is really no room for a retail 		
margin, so there is no retail margin.

Q:
A:

So, how will you sell them?
We are concentrating on two areas, a domestic market and an export market. In Australia, we will be selling directly,
however, we will have a demo unit in at least one boutique guitar store in every capital city (and we will pay them a referral fee.)

Q:
A:

So, When are they going to hit the market?
For domestic (Australia) we are shooting for the 1st of March, however, you can pre-order right now.

Tonesetter 18 Combo

Tony Giacca

We want to introduce you
to a long time friend of
VASE this month. If you are
paying attention, you will
have seen Tony Giacca’s
name in our News before.
One of his most recent
contributions to the VASE
effort was to design the
VASE TV logo and lead-in
to what will be ongoing
VASE videos. He also
came up with the new
look for our VASE News
header and footer.(That’s
columnists talk for the top
part and the bottom part of
the newsletter.) He helped
with our transition to
MailChimp for distribution
of the news as well.
Tony is also the fellow who
gave the newly returning
VASE a hearty welcome by
giving it a great write-up
on his web site guitarnerd.
com.au. If you missed it, please stop now and read it here.
A graphic designer by day, Tony is also a musician (he plays guitar and bass), a journalist (the
Guitarnerd site and blog) and a rampant guitar collector, with a special affinity for Maton Guitars.
Tony is a deft hand at social media. Guitarnerd has a popular Facebook page, and Tony has pins and
followers on Pinterest.
He is a spokesman for all the guitar nerds out there, that is those of you who can’t pass a cash
convertor without checking out the inventory and who “start buying guitars not because you need
them… but because you don’t want anyone else to have them.”
A father now, his priorities are changing. He admits “I realise I’ve reached saturation point. I’ve got
more than enough guitars.” Recently, he came to the conclusion: “more importantly, the guitars I
don’t play… am I keeping them from playing gigs around the world and recording the next biggest
selling album with someone else? Just so I can pull them out and play them every five years? That’s
selfish of me yes, and it’s taken me a long time to realise that.”
How very grown up of you Tony! And we at VASE have NEVER thought of you as selfish, on the
contrary you have been more than generous with your help and encouragement. Thanks for being
a VASE Insider!
From the Tony Giacca Collection

Brooklyn Standard
Last Month we mentioned the
opening of Brooklyn Standard,
new Brisbane live music venue.
A great line up of bands perform
weekly. Check out this week’s
lineup at right and hop on the
website here to keep up to date
with future gigs.

The House Wreckers
VASE Ambassador Greg Trennery
is in a new band. Dubbed House
Wreckers, the band is made up
of Trennery, Alex Pavlis and Steve
Brown. Alex, on guitar and vocals,
has been playing for many years
on the circuit with his own band the
Vague Sensations and has a wealth
of experience playing blues and
covering other artists material as
well as being a prolific songwriter.
On drums, Steve Brown alias
‘’Venom’’, has for many years
played with one of Melbourne’s
best blue guitarists, Phil Para as
well as touring the world with rock
band Electric Mary and supported
Deep Purple, Black Sabbath, etc.
Electric Mary has also released
various albums. Venom is also in
demand as a studio musician.
On bass guitar and vocals Greg
Trennery has also spent many
years playing with Phil Para as well.
He is a very experienced musician
who has toured extensively and
played with the likes of Jon Stevens
(Noiseworks), Jenny Morris and
many others. Greg is also a
musician who has a wealth of live
and studio experience.
Phillip Howe who supplied the
photos,tells us there will be some
videos of the band up soon on
Youtube!

Greg Trennery
Heritage Face Grille

VASE in Social Media
Creativity Well Managing Director and Principal Consultant, Paul Holland, has had significant experience in
the private and public sectors as an executive manager, company director, educator, business coach, media
producer, and interaction designer. He is a musician, VASE Board Member, past and present VASE owner and
keeps us up to date on Social Media. And he must be a very, very good boy as Santa treats him really well!

Well what a fabulous year this is going to be. Our new star
product, the Tonesetter 18, is leaping out of the blocks and
sprinting towards gigs, recording studios, man-caves, beer
gardens, patios, pool decks and (even … gasp!) renowned
institutes of higher learning as we speak.
If you haven’t ordered yours yet … well … you know.
You’ll see more and more of this mighty little amp popping up
on our social media channels as the year progresses.

I hope you’ve all caught up to our new VASE TV video
channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/vasetvau/
We’ve started uploading some great clips of guitar
maestro Tim Gaze playing a variety of guitars through the
Tonesetter 18 and giving us his views. Both entertaining and
educational for any players.

Over on our Pinterest page (yes we’re now everywhere) we
have a number of Boards including VASE In Action where
we would like you to share great shots of VASE being played
around the planet. Here’s a sample:
http://www.pinterest.com/VASEamps/vase-in-action/
Another Board is Plays Well With Others, which again
gives you the opportunity to share the great range of
instruments that you play through your VASE, or see others
doing. Here’s another sample:
http://www.pinterest.com/VASEamps/plays-well-with-others/

Jake Dickinson of Electrik Lemonade shared his VASE Trendsetter
60 Deluxe with two 2x12" cabs. Pictured with a newly acquired
PRS Santana 2.

Back to Facebook and we had
some more great pics posted.
Gary Dennis of Motorcycle
Music in Coolangatta (right)
dropped by with a VERY rare
VASE amp this week. Check
out this video of his shop
for some more rare finds
and VASE spotting! http://
youtube/IenHEQOam5o

Paul Cheeseman (at left)
came into the studio at VASE
HQ to record some video
and played his Eric Clapton
Stratocaster through the new VASE Tonesetter 18.
Along with many discerning players, Paul is eagerly
awaiting delivery of his new Tonesetter 18.

A great action shot of Tony Giacca (below) rocking out
on his Maton T-Byrd Bass with his band SixFtHick.
When Tony plays guitar at gigs he plays through a
Trendsetter 60 Deluxe with a matching 412 Cabinet.

And yes Santa was kind to me this past Christmas with another Burns - a
playmate for my Hank Marvin signature - The Apache Double Six … and
as you know EVERYTHING sounds better through a VASE.
Did you get some Christmas 4, 6 or 12 string surprises (or 5, 7 or 8 for
you progrock or metallic types)? If so please share pics or vids.

Keep your contributions coming in. I always put in a reminder that we can
scan old slides and negatives if you have them. They will be returned along with digital copies for your archives. Have a
rummage around and see what you can find. Polaroids were big in the 70s. There must be thousands of those instant
snaps around as well.
Just contact me at hollandp@bigpond.net.au or send them to:
Paul HollandPO Box 2612 Chermside Centre, Q 4032

I’ll copy the pics and return to you. I’ll also email you digital copies. The VASE Facebook page is: https://www.facebook.
com/VASEAMPS Check out our VASE TV channel on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/user/vasetvau/

A big effort is on to revitalise our Twitter presence. If you tweet, follow us and contribute. Follow us on Twitter at: http://
twitter.com/#!/vaseamps Our new Instagram presence: http://instagram.com/vaseamps
And now on Pinterest as well: http://www.pinterest.com/VASEamps/Let us know your thoughts direct on FB and Twitter
or at info@vase.com.au
Keep your smart devices charged and ready to shoot when you’re out and about.
Cheers and rock on, Paul

We love hearing from you when you have questions, a need for help with your gear or a VASE story from your past.
The following reader Mike Shaw fits all categories. Watch for another story in a later edition of VASE News to catch up
with this long time VASE user.

My name is Mike Shaw. I used to play through a Vase 60 watt Trendsetter in
the 70’s with local band Karma. Anyway a few years ago I bought on Ebay an
old Trendsetter head. Unfortunately it never really worked properly. As a
retired tech, I’ve a couple of attempts to get it right but to no avail.
It looks like it’s had some work done on it other than what I’ve tried.
Basically there’s (small amount) of hum with nothing plugged into the input
and not much clean head room. Do you do repairs on these old heads or can
you recommend someone to take it to?
Cheers Mike
Hey Mike,
Great to hear from you and to hear about your history with VASE.
First off if you have any old photos of you playing in Karma or any other bands with your old Trendsetter we
would love to see them and also hear a bit about your history with your Trendsetter .
Now secondly in regards to your eBay score if you can get the head to us we can most certainly service it
for you. Noel our head technician knows the ins and outs of these beauties better than anyone and will find
any issues very quickly and have you rocking through it in no time!
I see you live in Brisbane so you are more than welcome to meet up with us at VASE HQ with your
Trendsetter and we can tell you a bit about what we are doing now which is very exciting. Also if we make
the right time Carol would love to interview you for our monthly newsletter. We haven’t missed an issue
since we relaunched in 2009.
Make sure if you haven’t already that you jump over to www.vase.com.au and check out our website which
has details about our new Tonesetter 18!
Anyways best way to make a time to come visit or to get your Trendsetter to us is to email us at info@vase.
com.au and we will organise it as soon as you are ready.
Cheers
Greg
ok, will do. incidently, from your web site, this photo is of Karma playing
in King George Square. That’s me on the left hand side playing the black
Les Paul
Hi there
Please see the conversation below I had with Greg from Vase regarding a
Trendsetter amp I bought on e-bay. Let me know if the 29th is Ok to bring
it over to have it serviced.
Cheers Mike
Hi Mike,
Thursday the 29th would be fine to come in with your amp. We look forward to meeting you and having a
chat. We’ll get your amp to the workshop for Noel to have a look.
Any time between 11 and 4 would be good for us. Let me know what suits you.
See you next week
Karma at King George Square

Carol

In the Market For a Vintage VASE?
We’ve had an email from Dennis of Dalby QLD who
has a rig for sale. It is a very rare guitar amp that
had been in storage for a while as many of the old
amps had. He’s asking $600 for the amp and the
cabinet and you can email him at : dnksankey@
bigpond.com if you’d like to give it a good home.

And Finally...

Doug Watt and Tim Gaze spent some time in the VASE Studio. The videos of that session can be found
on Facebook and YouTube. Great footage and sound! Watch Tim playing a Fender Telecaster through
the Tonesetter 18 combo here and a Fender Stratocaster here.

Well, that’s a wrap for another month. Hope your year is starting out well. Remember that our
doors are always open and we love to have a visit and give an update on what’s happening
here at VASE. If you can’t make it by in person, drop us a line. We’ll be posting on social
media and putting up more videos. Stay in touch!
Carol

Facebook

Vase website

CONTACT: carol@vase.com.au www.vase.com.au

Pinterest

You Tube
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